ILRI in Ethiopia by International Livestock Research Institute
  






The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) was created in 1994 from a 
merger of the International Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA—based in Ethiopia) 
and the International Laboratory for Research on Animal Diseases (ILRAD—based in 
Kenya). ILRI is co-hosted by the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya; the Addis 
Ababa campus hosts more than a dozen international agricultural research and 
development institutes as well as ILRI. 
Since 1974, ILCA then ILRI worked on many livestock issues including: pastoral 
livelihoods, animal genetics and breeding, livestock policy, value chains, animal 
diseases, animal feeding, innovation systems and livestock-water productivity. Today, 
ILRI research in Ethiopia focuses on: 
● Sustainable intensification of mixed crop–livestock systems through increasing 
productivity and  value chain development 
● Reduced vulnerability through market development, risk mitigation and 
livelihood diversification. 
In Ethiopia, ILRI works with national organizations to achieve the aims of the 
government’s Growth and Transformation Plan and the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Growth Program. These national partners include federal ministries and 
research institutes, universities, regional state government offices and research 
institutes, NGOs, the private sector, local communities and their representatives as 
well as development projects. 
Most CGIAR research for development activities are now financed through a series 
of multi-partner ‘CGIAR Research Programs’ and these set the direction, institutional 
partnerships and opportunities for most of our research. ILRI is actively involved in 
several of these research programs—livestock, agriculture for nutrition and health, 
genetic gains, big data, dryland cereals and legumes, water, land and ecosystems, 
genebanks, climate change, and policy institutions and markets. Ethiopia is one of the 
focus countries of the ILRI-led CGIAR research program on livestock agri-food 
systems where ILRI and partners are working on sheep and goat value chains. 
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ILRI projects in Ethiopia  
 
African dairy genetic gains 
This project seeks to provide better dairy cattle to 
smallholder farmers in Africa. The program will support a 
farmer-focused partnership that records and disseminates 
on-farm productivity and genetic information on dairy 
cattle in Tanzania and Ethiopia. The data generated will be 
synthesized and used by farmers to manage their herds 
and improve cow management, leading to sustained 
animal and herd productivity gains, as well as increased 
smallholder dairy farmer incomes. The resulting genetic 
gains will potentially increase productivity and profitability 
hence transform the lives of millions of dairy families. 
 
African chicken genetic gains 
This project seeks to provide better chickens to smallholder 
farmers in Africa by improving chicken genetics and the 
delivery of adapted chickens to support poverty reduction, 
productivity growth, increased household animal protein 
intake, and the empowerment of women farmers in rural 
communities. Beyond the target countries—Ethiopia, Nigeria, 
Tanzania—the germplasm, data, and knowledge generated 
have the potential to impact millions of poor rural and peri-
urban households elsewhere. 
 
Africa RISING: Transforming African agriculture 
through sustainable intensification 
This project creates opportunities for smallholder farm 
households to move out of hunger and poverty through 
sustainably intensified farming systems that improve food, 
nutrition and income security and conserve or enhance the 
natural resource base. In Ethiopia, the main aim of the 
project is to identify and validate solutions to the problems 
experienced by smallholder crop-livestock farmers. 
 
Dryland restoration scaling 
Based on the identification of the specific local factors 
determining the success of land restoration activities in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, and Niger, ILRI and its partners are 
developing tools and analysis necessary to measure the 
likelihood of success in similar projects in the target countries. 
 
N2Africa: Putting nitrogen fixation to work for 
smallholders 
This project aims to increase biological nitrogen fixation 
and productivity of grain legumes among African 
smallholder farmers, contributing to enhanced soil fertility, 
improved household nutrition and increased cash income. 
The legacy will be strong national expertise in grain 
legume production and N2-fixation research and 
development. The capacity built will sustain the pipeline 
and delivery of continuous improvement in legume 
production technologies tailored to local settings. 
 
LMP: Developing a Livestock Master Plan 2014–15 
Recently concluded, ILRI supported the Ministry of 
Agriculture (MOA) to develop a Livestock Master Plan to 
assist the MOA in developing a vision and strategy to 
inform its development support and investment planning, as 
well as to inform the strategies of donors in their 
investments in Ethiopia. The LMP is a series of 5-year 
development plans for key livestock value chains, with 
specific strategies and timed activity plans with outputs, 
outcomes and expected impacts. 
 
LIVES: Livestock and irrigation value chains for 
Ethiopian smallholders  
This project aims to improve the competitiveness, sustainability 
and equity of value chains for selected highvalue livestock and 
irrigated crop commodities in target areas of four regions of 
Ethiopia. It identifies, targets and promotes improved 
technologies and innovations to develop high value livestock 
and irrigated crop value chains; it improves the capacities of 
value chain actors and the use of knowledge at different levels; 
it generates knowledge through actionoriented research; and 
it promotes and disseminates good practices.
  
   ilri.org/ethiopia 
Harnessing genetic diversity for improved goat 
productivity 
This project brings together partners in Ethiopia (and 
Cameroon) to increase goat productivity by strengthening 
the capacity of national goat breeding programs. It is studying 
goat diversity and developing ICT-based tools to support 
management decisions along the production chain. 
 
IBLI: Creating resilience through Index Based 
Livestock Insurance  
This project is designed to protect pastoralists against 
drought-related livestock losses through contract holders 
who receive payouts when forage condition deteriorates 
blow a certain historical level. Payouts are calculated 
automatically and there are no claims to file–resolving issues 
of moral hazard and adverse selection. 
 
Designing community-based breeding strategies for 
indigenous sheep breeds  
This project aims to improve the productivity and 
income of resource-poor sheep producers by providing 
access to improved animals that respond to improved 
feeding and management, facilitating the targeting of 
specific market opportunities. 
 
Safe Food, Fair Food 
This project tests ‘best bets’ to improve food safety along 
the sheep and goats value chain. It aims to protect the health 
of poor consumers and safeguard livestock-based livelihoods 
of poor livestock keepers and other value chain actors. 
 
Forage genebank 
ILRI genebank conserves almost 19,000 accessions of forages 
from over 1000 species. It is one of the most diverse 
collections of forage grasses, legumes and fodder tree 
species in any genebank and it includes the world’s major 
collection of African grasses and tropical highland forages. 
Alongside conservation activities, research is carried out to 
characterize forage resources for use as livestock feeds. 
Recent work has focused on diversity in Rhodes grass, 
Napier grass, lablab and cowpea. 
 
Livestock: Transforming small ruminant value chains 
ILRI supports ICARDA and partners in implementing a 
CGIAR small ruminant value chain transformation program in 
eight sites across Ethiopia. The CGIAR research program on 
livestock works to increase the productivity of small-scale 
livestock and aquaculture systems in sustainable ways, making 
animal-source foods more available and affordable to poor 
consumers. 
 
Innovation Lab on Small-Scale Irrigation (ILSSI) 
This USAID ‘Feed the Future’ project is being implemented 
in Ethiopia, Ghana and Tanzania where it works to enhance 
food security and reduce poverty by introducing gender-
sensitive, small-scale irrigation systems into food and 
agriculture production on small farms. Such irrigation 
schemes may support production of high value crops 
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The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) works with partners worldwide to: 
1. Develop, test, adapt and promote science-based practices that—being sustainable and scalable—achieve 
better lives through livestock.  
2. Provide compelling scientific evidence in ways that persuade decision-makers—from farms to 
boardrooms and parliaments—that smarter policies and bigger livestock investments can deliver 
significant socioeconomic, health and environmental dividends to both poor nations and households. 
3. Increase capacity among ILRI’s key stakeholders and the institute itself so that they can make better use 
of livestock science and investments for better lives through livestock. 
ILRI leads the CGIAR Research Program on Livestock, leads a component of a CGIAR Research Program 
on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health on the prevention and control of agriculture-associated diseases, 
and contributes to seven other CGIAR research programs and platforms. With the African Union/New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development Planning and Coordination Agency, ILRI also hosts and manages the 
Biosciences eastern and central Africa (BecA)-ILRI Hub. 
 
Partners 
ILRI research in Ethiopia is supported by the CGIAR Consortium, the governments of Canada, Germany, 
Sweden and the United States, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and other partners. ILRI research in 
Ethiopia is delivered in association with national and other partners including the Agricultural Transformation 
Agency, Addis Ababa University, Amhara Regional Agricultural Research Institute, Eden Field–Agri Seed 
Enterprise, Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research, Ethiopian Meat and Dairy Industry Development 
Institute, Hawassa University, Ministry of Agriculture, Oromia Agricultural Research Institute, Southern 
Agricultural Research Institute, SNV Netherlands Development Organisation, Tigray Agricultural Research 
Institute and Wollega University. 
 
Contacts 
Siboniso Moyo  
ILRI director general’s representative in Ethiopia 
ILRI-Ethiopia@cgiar.org 
ilri.org/ethiopia 
livestock.cgiar.org/focus/ethiopia 
 
 
 
 
